
window galleries

Changemakers – A SPARK Festival 
Solo Artist Series

Penny Gunderson  
& Eva Hontela

P E N N Y  G U N D E R S O N E VA  H O N T E L A
Artist Biography 
Eva Hontela is a Calgary artist and graduate of Concordia University 
(Montreal), holding a BFA majoring in Studio Art. Eva has practiced art 
for many years (over four decades), and currently creates work out of the 
supported studio at Elements Calgary Mental Health Centre. She has 
experience working in sculpture and printmaking, but prefers the 
immediacy and energy of acrylic paint. Her subject matter is typically 
abstract, occasionally also including symbolic elements such as a face, 
figure, or cat. Primarily interested in the relationship between colour 
and shapes, Eva’s recent work has been inspired by pouring paint 
together with a brush or spatula to produce dynamic, serendipitous 
results. Describing this technique, she explains:  “I never repeat myself 
and I always come up with a new vision.”

Artist Statement 
Professionally, I am an early emerging artist. Encaustics came into my life 
five years ago at a time of personal challenge. I love the immediacy of the 
medium. It responds to heat, movement, touch and I love the vibrancy of 
the colors available to work with. I enjoy surface carving. I have been on a 
journey of discovery with this chameleon like medium and I am relishing 
the journey. Success means to me that I make work that is meaningful, 
timely, well made and beautiful or emotionally charged. It is important to 
me that my work is relevant to my life history, interests and that it has a very 
personal element to it. I believe success involves my art continuing to evolve 
and grow as I acquire new skills and as world and life events impact on me. 
I want to continue to be productive and I admire artists who work actively 
until the end of their lives. I grow in amazing ways by being a part of the 
encaustic community. The generosity of other artists in sharing techniques, 
inspiration and mentorship continues to help me in my artistic growth.

Artist Biography 
Born and raised in Alberta, Penny Gunderson’s art reflects her rural 
roots in mixed media Canadian wildlife paintings or nostalgic images of 
a country childhood. Penny is an emerging artist in her late fifties. Her 
interests include the disabled community, the natural world and current 
political events. Her current focus is encaustic portraiture. Penny is a self-
taught artist. She’s benefitted from community art classes and five years of 
encaustic workshops. Artistic mentors have guided her in developing art 
skills. Penny teaches senior and disabled clients art in local programs.
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